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PROVERBS, Ch. XXI. Ver. 31. 
The Horſe is prepared againſt the Day of 


Battle, bus Safety is of the Lord. 
[ Propoſition ; that human Endea- 
h vours, and the Divine Aſſiſtance, 


are jointly neceſſary to the Succeſs of all hu- 
man Affairs. Our own Endeavours God 
hath left in our Diſpoſal. But how ſhall we 
procure the Divine Aſſiſtance? What can we 
do? What effectual Method can we take, 
to ſecure to ourſelves that alſo, without 
which we cannot be ſafe ? 


HES E Words MEM this evident 


This i is a Queſtion of great Importance, 
and proper to be reſolved on this Occaſion. 
But how ſhall we reſolve it? How ſhall we 
miſerable Sinners diſcover the Means of mov- 
ing the Mind, of inclining the Will, and of 
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„ 
obtaining the Favor of Gop moſt holy, moſt 
wiſe, moſt high, inviſible eternal King, Cre- 
ator and ſupreme Governor of the Univerſe ? 
How ſhall we find Acceſs to his Glorious 
Majeſty ? What Demeanour, what Rites, 
what Form of Words ſhall we employ ? 


If we, together with all the Inhabitants 
of this Land, do this Day afflict our Souls 
with Faſting; and come into the Divine 
Preſence, with ſad Countenances ; hanging 
the Head like a Bull-ruſh, and cover'd with 
Sackcloth and Aſhes ; will this Ceremony 


ſuffice? Will this fad Solemnity, and tran- 


fient Performance ? will a ſhort Abſtinence, 
and the outward Geſture and Habitof Mourn- 
ing, aſſum'd and worn for a Day, prevail 
on that holy and omniſcient Being, who 
looks into the Receſſes of the Heart, and 
requires Truth in the inward Parts ? Alas ! 
all this external Shew is often and eaſily ated 
by Hypocrites. 


\ 


Suppoſe then that we do more; that to 
our Faſting and Sackcloth we do this Day 
add the Confeſſion and Lamentation of the 
crying Sins of the Nation. | 
Here 
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Here much might, and ſomething ought 
to be ſaid, to excite our Sorrow for the na- 
tional Iniquities. Not that-I think it need- 
ful for me, to paint in the blackeſt Colors, 
and aggravate with a ſtudied Rhetoric, the 
Vices and Corruptions of the Age we live 
in. They alas! without any Aggravation, 
afford but too much Cauſe of the profound- 
eſt Sorrow:: And Men are willing enough 
to confeſs the general Tranſgreſſions; no 
Man meaning to include himſelf in the 
Confeſſion. Beſides, ſhould it be round- 
ly repreſented and inſiſted on, that the 
whole Nation is univerſally corrupt in 
the higheſt Degree, ſo that there is not a 
righteous Man left, no not one; what Effect 
could ſuch a Repreſentation produce in us ? 
What elſe, but Aſtoniſhment, Amazement, 
and flat Deſpair ? Such aggravated Accuſa- 
tions muſt needs offend many, could reform 
none, and might eaſily be repelled and re- 
futed. For were the Meaſure of our Iniqui- 
ties indeed ſo overflowingly full; the Ven- 
geance of God, I am perſuaded, would not 
have ſuffered us to exiſt, to this Hour, as a 
Nation upon Earth. But, bleſſed be his 

| 7 Mercy, 
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Mercy, we do exiſt; and not only exiſt, 


but even proſper amidſt all our Difficulties. 
His Juſtice hath greatly plagued us for our 


Sins; but his Mercy hath alſo ſupported us 


under all the Plagues he hath ſent upon us; 
and not only ſupported, but alſo given us 
many great and glorious Succeſſes againſt 
our Enemy. Theſe Succeſſes are an indiſ- 
putable Evidence, that Gop ſtill deals with 
us as Objects of Mercy; that he hath not. 
quite abandoned us to Deſpair ; conſequently 
that ſome Sparks of Piety and Virtue. are 
ſomewhere ſtill alive ; that ſome conſiderable 
Number of good Men,. or, at the loweſt, 
that ten righteous are ſtill left among us, 
Nevertheleſs, amidft ſo much Bad, though 
there ſtill be ſome ſmall Remains of Good ; 
though the Nation be not one continued 
Sore, ſo that there is no ſound Part in the 
whole Body; yet we muſt all acknowledge, 
that it is grieved with many Sores, and ſick 
of many Sins; Sins ſo many and ſo griev- 
ous, that were our Eyes Fountains of Tears, 
we could never ſufficiently deplore them, It 
is then manifeſt, in the moſt candid View 
of our Condition, that we have too much 
Cauſe of the deepeſt Grief and Humiliation, 

Hs Say 
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Say then (for I reſume my Argument) 
that we are thoroughly ſenſible of the Great- 
| neſs of our Iniquities ; and that we do this 
Day confeſs and lament the crying Sins of 
the Nation. If we do ſo; yet it muſt be 
remembred, that a general Confeſſion of the 
Sins of the Nation, 1s but a very vague, and 
indeterminate Confeſhon of Sin; a Confeſ- 
ſion that comes Home to no one Perſon ; 
eorrects no particular Sinner; nor abates the 
Multitude of Tranſgreſſions; and conſe- 
quently cannot be ſufficient to atone the 
Diſpleaſure of Gop, and to gain his Pardon 
and Favor, 


Suppoſe then ſtill further, that we do not 
only confeſs and lament the public Tranſ- 
greſſions; but moreover, that the whole Na- 
tion do this Day, with united Voice, addreſs 
their humbleſt Prayers to the Throne of 
Grace, and implore the Gop of all Mercy, 
to forgive, to ſpare, to have Compaſſion on 
his People. But after all theſe Prayers, what, 
if we ſhall not be found to be indeed his 
People ; if there be in our Hearts no Reve- 
rence 'of his Laws, nor in our Lives any 

Conformity 


—_— 
4 4 o 


— > — ——_T + 
OO, mon ASS —— ent area — 


— 
— — 


2 "ok —— I 4 — — —a—ͤ 
3 * 2 — — ”U—̃ — — 
* 


"way — — * : —— — — — 
pc, LIT # Jo 9 — -_ — 7 


2 


. * * 


n — 0 
. * 
nt — — — — 2 — 


— 3 mm — 
4 
* 

- 


—— FI * 
if - +. + OR — — 


(6 1 
Conformity to them ? To repentant Sinners 
his merciful Ears are ever open, and his 
fatherly Compaſſion is ever ready to embrace 
and forgive every Tranſgreſſor, who returns 
to his Duty. But without a Return to Du- 
ty, Vehemence and Loudneſs of Prayer is 
but as ſounding Braſs or a tinkling or tors 


Still farther, in Aid of theſe our Devo- 
tions, may we not preſume, on Behalf of 
ourſelves and Country, to plead before God 
the Excellence of our Laws and civil Inſti- 
tutions, together with the Equity and Mo- 
deration, with which they long have been, 
and ſtil] are adminiſtred ; humbly beſeeching 


Him to preſerve ſo juſt and wiſe a Frame of 


Government; and for the Sake of that, us 
_ alſo the Subjects thereof? May we not alto, 


with humble Confidence, appear before that 


awful Tribunal, to which theſe Kingdoms 


have appealed ; ; there order our Cauſe, and 
declare in the Ears of God the Wrongs and 
Violences committed by our Enemies againſt 
us, and the Right and Juſtice on our Sde ; 


praying the righteous Judge of the World, 
that a favorable Sentence may ſoon come 
forth from his Preſence, and put a ſpeedy 

End, 
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End, if it be his Will, to the long, waſtful, 
and bloody Controverſy ? Or if it be not his 
Will, that the Calamities of War ſhould 
preſentiy ceaſe; 5 that then he would vouch- 
ſafe to infuſe into our Hearts, Spirit _ 
| Reſolution to endure to the End; till, 
bis appointed Time, Peace ſhall reviſit "this 
Land, and bring Refreſhment and Healing 
in her Wings, to a deep-wounded and over- 
laboured People. And may we not, with 
ſtill better Hopes, plead yet one other Plea, 
preſenting before God that which is the 
moſt holy Thing among us; even his pure 
Religion profeſt and eſtabliſned in this 
Land ? Theſe are all, indeed, very hopeful 
Recommendations to the Divitc Favor. The. 
Profeſſion of God's Truth, the Juſtice of 
our Cauſe, the Excellence of our Laws, and 
the equal Adminiſtration of them, cannot 
but be acceptable to the righteous and ſu- 
preme Governor of the World. Neverthe- 
leſs, if we, who have all theſe Advantages 
on our Side, do by our Sins and Vices ren- 
der ourſelves unworthy of them, and per- 
ſonally diſpleaſing unto God; how then can 
we expect, that for the Sake of thoſe out- 


ward 


[8 ] 
ward Advantages, our Perſons ſhould be ac- 
cepted by Him ? Great Advantages abuſed, 
are ſo far from being an Extenuation, that 


they are a great Aggravation of Offences. 


Now if all theſe Rites, and Tears, and 
Prayers, and Pleas, are not of themſelves 
ſufficient to obtain the Favor of God ; what 
more remains to be done? whereon ſhall 
we finally reſt our Hopes? To avert the 
Wrath 0 God, and to obtain his Favor, 
there is one Thing eſſentially neceſſary; 
without that; one Thing, all other Methods 
will prove defective. That one Thing is no 
hidden Myſtery ; but hath always been, and 


muſt for ever be inculcated into Chriſtian 


Ears. It is Repentance ; real and fincere 


Repentance ; a Repentance, that produces 


an actual Diminution of our Sins and Vices, 


and a real Increaſe of Picty and Virtue <- 
mong us. This is the one Thing neceſſary, 
and ſolves the Queſtion p:o>oled ; wiz. 
What we can do, what effectual Method we 
can take to ſecure to ourſelves the Divine 


Aſſiſtance. To this Method, if we would 


be ſafe under the Shadow of the Almighty, 


we 


A Is 


we muſt all betake ourſelves ; every one for 
himſelf; not barely confeſſing the general 
Offences, but each Man lamenting more eſ- 
pecially his own proper Tranſgreſſions, and 
amending his own particular Life and Man- 
ners. For the Sins of the Nation are made 
up of the Sins of Individuals, and can no 
otherwiſe be diminiſhed than by the Refor- 
mation of Individuals. Is it not then in 
every Man's Power to reform himſelf? If it 
be, tis alſo in every Man's Power to con- 
tribute Something towards appealing God's 
Wrath, and procuring his Protection, and 
conſequently towards ſaving himſelf and 
Country from Ruin. 


Jo apply what hath been ſaid more cloſely 
to our own Caſe ; let it be here conſidered, 
that every Kind of Virtue doth indeed re- 
commend Men to the Favor of God ; but 
_ thoſe particular Virtues, that are moſt pro- 
per, and moſt adapted to their preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, are more eſpecially attended 
with his Bleſſing. The Providence of God, 
placing Men in ſuch or ſuch Circumſtances, 

doth, by ſo placing clearly and W 

C call 
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call them to the Practice of all Virtues cor- 
reſponding with thoſe Circumſtances ; and 
unleſs they obey that Divine Call, they have 
no Reaſon to expect the Divine Aſſifiance ; ; 
for God carries no Man through Difficulties, 
who doth not firſt exert all the Powers of 


his Nature. Different Virtues are adapted 
to different Times. In Time of Eaſe, Safety 
and Tranquillity ; Patience, Courage, Con- 
ſtancy, and all the hardy and rougher Vir- 


tues of our Nature having no Object to work 


upon, lie dormant in our Breaſt. But when 
the Storm of War hath diſturbed the Calm 
of Peace ; then thoſe rougher Virtues come 
into Seaſon : And thoſe Virtues being in Sea- 
ſon, however rough, are bound upon us by 
the ſame. Ties, which oblige us, in calmer 
Times, to the Exerciſe of the more humane- 
Graces, of Quietneſs, Gentleneſs, and Meek- 
neſs. Theſe hardy Virtues have long been 
in Seaſon among us; alas! too long: For 
the Exerciſe of them, though ſometimes 


neceſſary, is never defirable. They ftill 


continue to be in Seaſon; and God only 
knows, when they will ceaſe to be ſo. In 
the mean while, that God, who planted the 

Seeds 
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Seeds of them in our Nature, hath made 
them a Duty; a hard and ſevere, yet a ne- 
ceflary Duty. The Times call aloud for 
them ; and till the Times ſhall change, it 
is the Will of God, that we exerciſe and 
cultivate them. Ol may they ſoon become 
'uſeleſs, and out of Seaſon, But till the Pro- 
vidence of God ſhall bring about that happy 
Day ; we muſt be valiant, or be undone. 
We muſt be patient and perſevering. We 
muſt play the Men, and truſt in God; if 
we expect his Bleſſing We muſt not de- 
{pond ; nor ſpread evil Reports, that may 
create Deſpondence in the People, and make 
them prefer an Egyptian Bondage to hard- 
earned Liberty. Deſpondence is a certain 
Way to Ruin; it robs us of our own 
Strength, and, by diſtruſting Providence, 
forfeits the Divine Protection. For God will 
certainly deſert thoſe, who have firſt deſert- 
ed themſelves. 


It is not then enough barely to ſeek the 
Favor of God, by all the Means and Me- 
thods of Religion poſſible to be employed: 
But moreover, if we deſire to proſper, or 
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to be ſafe from the Dangers that encompaſs 
this Nation ; the moſt vigorous human Means 
muſt concur with the Divine Aſhſtance. 
Now as to the human Part incumbent on us; 
what we ourſelves ought to do, by our own 
Endeavours, towards our Defence and Safe- 

This will appear in the cleareſt Light, 
if we but glance an Eye on the State we 


arc in. 


We are in a State of War; War of many 


VLears Continuance ; the Flames whereof, 


which lately ſeem'd expiring, ſuddenly broke 
forth a-freſh, with increaſed Fury. In this 


State, our Lives and Fortunes are at Stake ; 


our Religion alſo, and our Liberty, thoſe 


two great Bleſſings, which conſtitute the 


peculiar Glory and Happineſs of theſe King- 
doms: And theſe our invaluable Birthrights 
are, in this happy Country, common as the 
Air we breathe : Common to the pooreſt 
and meaneſt, as well as to the richeſt and 
greateſt. I he Conſequence is plain, that it 
is the Duty and Intereſt of us all, of every 
Perſon of every Rank, to be moſt ſtrenu- 
ous and moſt zealous in the Support and 

Defence 


7% 
Defence of theſe great and common Bleſ- 
Gings * | pee aha 


It is our Intereſt in Reſpect both of Earth 
and Heaven; for ſhould the Ship fink, all 


who are embarked in it, and every worldly 


Thing that is dear to them muſt fink with 
it. And ſhould our Enemies prevail, our 


Religion too is loſt ; our pure Religion, 


which is hateful to them for its very Purity; 


and, as long as it ſhall exiſt, muſt for ever 
be a Reproach to their own, Inſtead of a 


holy Worſhip and Doctrine, and inſtead of 
Chriſtian Liberty of Conſcience, we ſhould 
ſoon ſee Papal Superſtition and Tyranny firſt 
eſtabliſhed by Law ; and afterwards propa- 
gated by Fire and Sword, and all the Ca- 
tholic Arts of propagating a Lye. 


As to our Duty in this Reſpe&t ; Men 
want. rather to be awakened, than inſtructed 
on this Point. Doth any Man then dread 


Infamy on his Name, and the univerfal De- 
teſtation of all Mankind? If he do, the De- 
ſerters and Betrayers of their Country are 


- undoubtedly the moſt infamous of Men, ever 


deteſted 
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deteſted by all, as the moſt execrable of 


Parricides. Doth a good Name? Do the 
Commendations and Praiſes of Men ſound 
as Muſic in our Ears ? If they do; the De- 
fenders and Preſervers of their Country are 
the Delight and Glory, not only of their 
own Times, but, after their Removal to 
Heaven, their very Memories are ſtill be- 
loved and adored on Earth; and continue 
to be a perpetual Theme of Praiſe to all fu- 
ture Generations. Have we in our Hearts 
any one good Affection? If we have, the 
Name of our Country contains in it every 
Object of Love; all the Charities of Parent, 


Huſband, Wife, Children and Friends. In 


ſhort, if there be one Duty faſtened on Man 
by ſtricter and more ſacred Obligations than 
any other; it is the Duty which every one 
owes to his Country. It is bound upon us 


by many Bonds. By Jjuſtice and Fidelity; 


for can Multitudes be combined in Society, 
and not ſtand engaged to mutual Defence 
and Aſſiſtance ? And may this Engagement 
be violated without Perfady and Injuſtice ? 
Gratitude requires this Duty of us. For to 


what elſe, but to the Laws of our Country, 


Axe 
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are we indebted, for the ſecure Enjoyment 
of our Lives and Fortunes, our Religion 
and Liberty? And do theſe Benefits require 
no Return? Charity recommends this Duty 
to us; yea, rejoices and glories in it, as her 
nobleſt and largeſt Object. Delight you, in 
doing Good? To defend and ſerve your 
Country, what is it elſe, but doing Good, 
not to one or a ſew Perſons, but to many 
Millions at once? Love of our Country is 
Charity. It is Charity of a wide Extent, 
always embracing in its Affection, and often 
benefiting by actual Services, a whole Nation. 
This is a Charity unknown, perhaps, to 
narrow- minded Superſtition; but, in truly 
pious and virtuous Hearts, it dwells, lives, 
and moves; and powerfully animates the 
nobleſt and moſt generous Natures. The 
Breaſt of the private Citizen may well feel 
its Influence and Warmth, and, within his 
Sphere, move by its Impulſe: But the am- 
ler and more illuſtrious Acts thereof can 
hardly be perform'd but in the higher Sta- 
tions. It is therefore the peculiar Ornament 
and Glory, the proper Characteriſtic of 
Kings, of Princes, of Nobles, of Patriots, 
5 g and 


F 
and Heroes of every Kind. Without it, they 
are not truly, what they pretend to be, or 
what their Stations denominate them. The 
Doctrine is evident, is important, is ſeaſon- 
able. I will repeat it again. Love of our 
Country is Charity. It is a ſublime, a 
God-like Degree of Charity. Our Benevo- 
lence, our good Wiſhes, and Prayers can 
indeed, and ought to extend to the whole 
Race of Mankind; but the Beneficence, 
the real and actual Services of ſo limited a 
Creature as Man, can very rarely, and pil 
hardly reach beyond the Bounds of one Na- 
tion. It is therefore manifeſt, that national 
good Deeds are the higheſt and moſt dif- 
fuſive Acts of Charity, that Man ordinarily 
hath Opportunity and * to perforth. 


Having then ſo many Motos and ly- 
ing under ſo many and ſo ſacred Obliga- 
tions ; if there be any Virtue, it there be 
any Praiſe ; think of theſe Things. Lay 

to Heart the Duty you owe to your King 
and Country. Perform it without gy x 
and Evaſion, with Fidelity and Zeal. 

this, your bounden * add 1 
toward 
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towards God. Forſake your Sins ; be pious ; 
be virtuous ; be firm, waiting patiently for 
the Lord : And humbly implore his Favor 
and Aſſiſtance, ever acknowledging your 
Dependence on him, and conſtantly truſt. 
ing in his Goodneſs and Power. On theſe 
Conditions we may entertain good and cer- 
tain Hopes, that God will finally bleſs us; 
that this Nation will at laſt be delivered out 
of all its Troubles; and thenceforth conti- 
nue long to flouriſh in Peace, in Riches, in 
Power, and in Liberty. 


FF 0 £3 


—— „ — — 


—— Cs 


— 


OO” „% EB. 10, — —‚˖r*n' , 


dd Tn 5 


26 


i 
; 
Ul 
. 


EE 


Ye: 


F N 


